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This is my lovely school
There, | feel warm not cool
It’s my second home

It looks like a big dome

To my school, | belong

| read, write and sing a song

| take care of my school
Then, | obey the class rule
In class and courtyard

| pick paper and card

To my school, | belong

| read, write and sing a song

| hang wallpapers everywhere
| keep things clean there

| plant flowers and trees

And enjoy the soft breeze

To my school, | belong

| read, write and sing a song

To my school, | belong

sleilly 2ygsill 5Ly
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| never waste much water

| keep it safe at every border
| draw, colour and write

Wall drawings, that’s right!
To my school, | belong

| read, write and sing a song

At school | play and run

| also draw and have fun

| promise to do my very best
In homework and in every test!
To my school, | belong

| read, write and sing a song

Teachers guide me everyday
They teach and pave my way
With my friends | play and grow
My school is where | love to go!
To my school, | belong

| read, write and sing a song
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and their atttudes. Thus, applying differentisted
leaming in the classrooms is recommended for
teachers. This strategy is not done haphazardly.
It i= a systematic approach which i= a student-
centred and the teacher should plan well to carry
out 8 lesson based on this sirategy. |t is suitable
for &l school subjects (Ambfc, Lnglish, Science,
Msihs, etn:.].
5. Drawbacks of Differentiated Learning
Despite the success of differentisted
leaming mentioned in the reviewed relsted
literature in waried different contexts arcund the
wiorld, some drawbacks can be addressed to this
strategy. First, more resources may be required
for school to be implemented. Sacond, it reguires
well-trained znd experenced teschers. Third, it
demands good planning for its lessons. Finally,
it needs times fo be implemented which could
constitute a challenge for teachers,

6. Conclusion and Recommendations

7. Raferences

In spite of its drawbacks, differentisted
leaming, in my point of view, is a global strategy
which honors students® leaming styles and their
preferences. Kt indesed caters for individual
differences and takes students’ diversities, their
backgrounds as well as leaming styles into
account. When implementing a lesson based on
differentiated leaming | noticed that most
students” pedicipation in the class increased
which, in tum, their atttudes amd motivation
increased. This is congruent with Karadag and
asar {El:l-llj]’g study. The essay recommends
specialisis and those who work in the field of
educational research to do more empirical
studies on the effect of differentisted leaming on
students” academic achievement st different
stages/flevels in different areasfcontexts in
Jordan, Besides, the essay recommends
researchers to measure Jordanian EFL stedents’
attitudes towards differentiated leaming in their
research studies fo find out whether they have

positive or negative attitudes towards it.

Karasag. R.. & Vasar 5. (I010). Efache of Differsntistsd Inctruction on Slusemls” Attfudes towende Turkish Courses: An Aclon Ressarch. Procadly Sooin' ang Satavos Sorces, 0 1304-
1359, Avallabbe cnline &l hitpe: | ks aric.ad. gore u lteod ED 554 550 il
Roy. &.. Guay. F_. & Valols. P. {3013). Teaching fo Addrsss Dlverss Leaming Mesds: Development and Valkiation P a Difereniaisd Instricion Scale. hfsmadinea’ doume of oisie

BTN

hips: | rdol.ang10.10ED/13603116.2012. 743604

Iz

11E5-1204.

Tehn. @. §2019). Tha Impact of Difersndeted Instuction Siratagias an the Academks Duicomas of Sacondary English Studands. Linpobfniad Maner Thass, Goucher Collsge. Graduaby
Programs i Educaon. Avallatis onling ak hips: imosoer.orgbksirsam handls 11603118352 ToheBesth_paperpdfTisilored -yEsaguanca-1
Tominson. ©, (2003). Difwaniaten i Pracics F-0. Abncendrie, VA: ASCD Pusiihing.
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content, product and process. In addition,
leaming envircnment was faken info account in
a differentiated class. In terms of content, the
ideas were presented through using auditory and
visual means while wocabulary items were
presented visually or in context or even through
miming. With regard to product, | asked student=s
tz do a simple project that suits their levels; this
project was writing a simple letter to a friend; the
students work in groups fo achieve this task.
With regard to process, students were involved
in spesking activity, but with different levels and
complexity. The activity is about crdering food
from a restaurant. Mow, with regard to leaming
environment, | made sure that the l=aming
context {n:IEEErunm) iz suitable for doing tasks
quietly and without distraction. In addition, all the
equipmeant is ready to use inside the classroom
(learning resgurces, realia, audio materials,
cards, Et-.':.}. Leaming emvironment helps
students in understanding that some students
nead to mowe around to learn, while others
perform better sitting quietly (Tomlinson, E-DDE.}.
The teaching strategies that | followesd during
camying ocut my lessons were group work and
pair work. Using such strategies allow my
students to be work collaboratively although they
are different in their levels and abilities. With
regard to planning for differentisted |=aming,
there is no right way for planning. However,
before planning the feacher should takes into
account three main elements in his { her lesson
plan. Those elaments were mentioned sbove;
they are content, process and product. When |
staried teaching my students the lesson, the

sleilly 2ygsill 5Ly

lesson plan should be designed in light of their
leaming styles and preferences as well as put
students in groups who shared fopics, interest or
their ability for doing assignments, Differentisted
leaming was not utiized slone as a teaching
strategy, but other teaching strategies weare
integrated with it such as pair work, group wwork,
collaborative l2aring, etc. Those strategies ware
used in most differentiated leaming lessons.
Mow, applying assessment in the differentisted
leaming was essential to know how much
progress they made during and sfter the lesson.
Therefore, | assessed my students’ abilities
usimg formative assessment. The assessment
was varied and considered the students® learning
styles and their neads. In addition, | used a rubric
as an alternative assessment to measure their
leaming outcomes.
4. Some Research Studies on the Importance
of Differentiated Learning

Ey a deep lock at literature, a plethora of
studies have been conducted to find the effact
and importance of differentiated learning and
prowved that this strategy or approach is wviable
and beneficial in improving students® lzarning.
Many scholars and researchers confirmed that
differentiated leaming is highly significant. For
example, Tohn {2!’.]19] stated that differentiated
leaming presents a pedagogical solution to 21%
century skills that conmsiders not only what
students  leam, but how they engage the
experence of learmning and equip them to be
glebkal members. Karadag and “asar {EDID]
stated that the differentiated leaming approach

has a positive effect on the students’ interesis
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Differentiated Learning

A Reflective Essay

1. Introduction

Traditionally, school classrooms
around the world are full of students with different
levels in terms of academic abilities and
achievement levels., Those students come from
different culiural background=s and diverse
thinking levels, This constitutes a challenge for
teachers inside classrooms to know more about
the leamers® nesds. Those needs are waried
according to the context and the community they
live in. Therefore, Offerenfisfed Lesming came
as a solution for this challenge. This essay will
reflactively and  critically  highlight what
differentiated leaming is, the teacher’s role in
utilizing  this

approach, &s well as hisfher

planning, the teaching metheods and the
assessment technigues which hejshe follows to
achieve learning. Some research studies on the
imporiance of differentiated leaming and its
drewbacks are concisely discussed, In addition,
conclusion and recommendations are then put
forth.
2. Definitions of Differentiated Leaming
“farious scholars and ressarchers
defined “Diferenfisfed Lesming” in the
theoretical litersture. For example, Tomlinson
(2003)
practices employed by teachers who want to

defined differentiated learning as

recognize that each student i= at a different

academic level and thesa differences affect the

way of their leaming. While Roy, Guay, and

Balad Hydd .o
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Walois (2013, p.1187) defined differentiated
leaming as ‘an approsech by which teaching is
varned and sdapted to match studenis® abilities
using systematic procedures  for academic
prograss monitoring and data-based decision-
making.” In light of these definiions,
differentiated learning aims at promoting not only
students’ ascademic achievement problems, but
glso their levels. Cifferentiated leaming takes
students’ leaming styles, their characteristics as
well as their previous experiences into account.
The principal aspect of differentiated leaming is
that students’ academic progress should be

monitored by the teacher and then their
instructional needs are identified. After that the
suitable teaching instructions or strategies are
adapted by the teacher, It should be noticed that
differentiated leaming is different from traditional
leaming [ teaching. The main difference is that
differentiated leaming all learners are different
and in order to be successful, they need varied
teaching strategies and methods uiilized in a
differentiated classroom.
3. My Experience, as am EFL Teacher, in
Differentiated Learning .[T.ﬁe Raola of the
Teacher and Assessment Sirafegios UEE'D:|
Cwring carrying cut many lessons in the
English language utilizing differentiated l=arming
im the classrocom, | took my students’ interests,
apiitudes  amnd their

leaming shdes into

consideration. by responsibility is connecting
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	المدرسة هي البيت الثاني، فيها يُغرس العلم والمعرفة ومكارم الأخلاق في نفوس الطلبة منذ الصغر إلى أن يصبحوا شبابًا يافعين، لتخرجهم للمجتمع بصبغة الحب والانتماء والمواطنة الصالحة.
	لذلك تسعى وزارة التربية والتعليم لإطلاق مبادرات متنوعة ومختلفة بين الحين والآخر في مدارسها، وتربطها بالمجتمع المحلي لتوثيق العلاقة بينهما بهدف الرفعة والسموّ لمجتمع التعلم. ومن تلك المبادرات التي أطلقت مبادرة (لمدرستي أنتمي) فما هي؟ وما هدفها؟
	تعنى مبادرة لمدرستي أنتمي بخلق بيئة مدرسية صحية وآمنة لطلبتها، وتصبو إلى توجيه سلوكاتهم وغرس قيم الفضيلة والإيجابية فيهم لتحقيق النهج الذي تهدف إليه وزارة التربية والتعليم في تعميق المواطنة الصالحة.
	فمن مزايا تلك المبادرة الهادفة والمميزة تركيزها على العمل بروح الفريق الواحد والتعاون بين أطراف العملية التعليمية من كوادر تعليمية وطلبة ومجتمع محلي، ما ينعكس على البيئة الصحية والجمالية والسلوكية لأبنائنا الطلبة. وقد أوجدت هذه المبادرة منافسة على مست...
	تهتم المبادرة بالبيئة المدرسية من البنية التحتية وخلق بيئة جمالية تبهرك عندما تقوم بالتجوال بين أروقة المدرسة فتشاهد الرسومات التي احتوت على شعار المبادرة وقوانين المدرسة المخطوطة بأنامل طلابها، و تكريس الجهود للاستفادة من تدوير للمواد المستخدمة في ال...
	إن الانتماء للمدرسة هو دليل قبول الطالب لمدرسته، ويعكس دور أولياء الأمور في تحسين علاقة الطالب بمدرسته وكيف يكون عنصرًا فاعلًا فيها، وكلما زاد الانتماء زاد التفاعل الإيجابي بين المدرسة والطالب والمجتمع المحلي. وتماما العكس، فعندما لا يشعر الطالب بالان...
	وتساعد مبادرة لمدرستي أنتمي على تحفيز المدارس للمشاركة الفاعلة على جميع الأصعدة من حضور ورش ودورات وعمل منشورات تسهم في خلق جيل واعٍ محبٍّ لمدرسته منتمٍ لوطنه ولشعبه منضبط بسلوكه. ومن هنا تدرك وزارة التربية والتعليم عند اطلاقها مثل هذه المبادرات إنها ...
	إن هذه المبادرة تبعث برسائل توعوية بطريقة جميلة ومدروسة وكأنها تقول للطالب: مدرستك بيتك الثاني، صفك غرفتك فلا تهمله، ساحتك ملكك فاجعلها الأجمل، صحتك تاج فلا تتهاون بها، مدرستك مملكتك فحافظ عليها خالية من التلوث.
	 رسالتي بعد حصولي على لقب التّميُّز: أن أكون النّور في عتمة كلّ منطفئ، وخلق قيادات طلّابيّة قادرة على مواجهة تحدّيات العصر.

